MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE

LITTLE SILVER BOROUGH COUNCIL

February 2, 2009
The meeting was called to order and the Statement of Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act given by Mayor Castleman at 8:06 p.m.

"Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the mailing of a notice to the Asbury Park Press and The Two River Times, by filing same with the Clerk of the Borough of Little Silver and by prominently posting said notice on the bulletin board of the Borough Hall, all since January 5, 2009."

The salute to the flag was led by Mr. Bitman and followed by a moment of silence.

Roll Call:


Present:
Mayor Castleman, Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine, Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle, Attorney Bennett and Mr. Biehl, Administrator/Clerk

Absent:
None

Consideration of Minutes for Regular Meetings and/or Special Meetings:  None

Consideration of Executive Session Minutes:  None

Communications: None 

Student remarks and brief remarks on the Agenda from other members of the Public:  None 

Resolution - Payment of Bills and Claims

Mr. VanWinkle offered this resolution in favor of the payment of the following vouchers which have been properly authenticated and presented for payment representing expenditures for which an appropriation was duly made in the budget adopted by the governing body, including any emergency expenditures in the said appropriation for this payment of said vouchers and which the Municipal Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available to pay the same from each designated appropriation.

Check Disbursements







Operating – Current Year



$  68,408.48     


Operating – Prior Year


           
      8,048.26


School Taxes





             0.00


Contra



      
      
                         0.00


Capital




        
      
         667.80


Grant





        
             0.00      


Various Trusts & Reserves

 
          
    33,278.66


Escrow Projects




         250.00

Payroll:






$           0.00

Void Checks:






$           0.00

Manual Checks:





$           0.00

ACH Debit






$           0.00

Wire Transfers:





$           0.00

Total







$ 110,653.20   

I hereby certify that there are sufficient funds available to pay the above listed vouchers as submitted.  Lynn Marie Gale, C.M.F.O., Chief Financial Officer.

Motion:
Mr. VanWinkle 

Second:  
Neff

Council and Public Discussion:   None 

Roll Call:



Affirmative:
Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine,

Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle

Negative:
None


Abstentions:
None

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

FIRE, FIRST AID AND NEWSLETTER (Board of Health,

Public Affairs, Library Trustees):  Mr. Levine, no report. 

POLICE AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (Traffic Safety Committee, Drug Alliance, Local Emergency Planning Council):  Mr. Gilmour reported that the work between Little Silver and Fair Haven for shared dispatch services is progressing well.  

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, EQUIPMENT, STREET LIGHTS (Recreation, Waterfront Committee, Downtown Development Committee, Little Silver Cross Acceptance Liaison):

Mr. O’Hern, no report. 

PERSONNEL (Environmental Commission, Shade Tree Commission, Open Space):

Mr. Neff reported that the Shade Tree Commission remains interested in involvement in the development of the Memorial Park.  He further reported that the Personnel Committee is making recommendation Laura Geraghty as Deputy Chief Financial Officer and Deputy Treasurer, replacing Lynn Gale, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer.  Attorney Bennett read the following:

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF LITTLE SILVER

APPOINTING A DEPUTY CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND 

DEPUTY TREASURER

WHEREAS, due to the terminal leave of Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer, Lynn Gale, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver have determined that there is a necessity for appointing a Deputy Chief Financial Officer and Deputy Treasurer to perform the duties of Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer for the Borough of Little Silver; and

WHEREAS, the Deputy Chief Financial Officer shall perform all the duties of the Chief Financial Officer on a day to day basis, including making deposits and withdraws for the New Jersey Cash Management Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Deputy Treasurer shall perform all the duties of the Treasurer on a day to day basis; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have advertised and posted said position and interviewed candidates for same; and

WHEREAS, Laura Geraghty has applied for such position and is currently a Certified Municipal Finance Officer, and a Certified Tax Collector; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have interviewed several candidates for this position and find that Laura Geraghty is a qualified individual for the position.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver that Laura Geraghty be hired for the position of Deputy Chief Financial Officer, and Deputy Treasurer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.10, for the Borough of Little Silver, commencing on February 11, 2009 and will be paid in accordance with the Salary Ordinance for the position of Deputy Chief Financial Officer, Deputy Tax Collector and Deputy Treasurer.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be authorized to execute a Contract for Employment after legal review.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall not supersede the prior appointment of Laura Geraghty as Deputy Tax Collector.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the following:  Borough Clerk, Borough Auditor, Borough Attorney, and Laura Geraghty.

Motion:
Mr. Neff

Second:
Mr. Gilmour

Council and Public Discussion:  None

Roll Call:



Affirmative:
Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine,

Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle

Negative:
None


Abstentions:
None

Mr. Neff then reported that the Personnel Committee is recommending Janice Swaggerty as Deputy Court Administrator, replacing Jodi Foster, Court Administrator.  Mr. Bennett read the following:

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF LITTLE SILVER

APPOINTING A DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

WHEREAS, due to the terminal leave of Court Administrator, Jodi Foster,  the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver have determined that there is a necessity for appointing a Deputy Court Administrator to perform the duties of Court Administrator for the Borough of Little Silver; and

WHEREAS, the Deputy Court Administrator shall perform all duties of the Court Administrator on a day to day basis; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have advertised and posted said position and interviewed candidates for same; and

WHEREAS, Janice Swaggerty has applied for such position and is currently working as a certified Court Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the Administrative Office of the Courts has no objection to the appointment of Janice Swaggerty, with the understanding that she will be performing all the day to day duties of the Court Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have interviewed several candidates for this position and find that Janice Swaggerty is a qualified individual for the position;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver that Janice Swaggerty be hired for the position of Deputy Court Administrator, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.10, for the Borough of Little Silver, commencing on February 11, 2009 and will be paid in accordance with the Salary Ordinance for the position of Deputy Court Administrator;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the following:  Borough Clerk, Borough Auditor, Borough Attorney, Assignment Judge of Monmouth County and Janice Swaggerty.

Motion:
Mr. Neff

Second:
Mr. O’Hern

Council and Public Discussion:  None

Roll Call:



Affirmative:
Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine,

Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle

Negative:
None


Abstentions:
None

PUBLIC WORKS (Planning Board, Americans With Disabilities Act Committee, Parker Homestead Liaison, Recycling):  Mr. Bitman reported that the Department of Public Works did a good job clearing the snow and ice from the recent storm.  

FINANCE AND BUDGET AND INSURANCE (Property Maintenance, Business and Professional Association, Finance Advisory and Waterfront Committee):  Mr. VanWinkle, no report

Council and Public Discussion:  None  

Mayor's  Report:   Mayor Castleman recommended the following appointments to the Recreation Committee:  Mary Lou Manino, Adam Kazalski, and requested a Motion to appoint them as members.

Motion:
Mr. VanWinkle

Second:
Mr. Bitman

Vote:

Voice Vote – Ayes – Unanimous

Mayor Castleman also reported that there had been tree removals on Silverton Avenue, due to the sidewalk reconstruction, and that Mr. Biehl had written to residents offering tree replacements.

Other Reports:  None

Old Business:  None  

New Business:

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION

Mayor Castleman introduced by title: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, “ADMINISTRATIVE” ADDING SECTION 2-27 “DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM” OF THE “REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF LITTLE SILVER, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (1973)” 

Mr. Biehl noted that upon introduction same would be advertised according to law, posted on the Borough bulletin board, and held over for a public hearing on February 23, 2009.

Motion: 
Mr. Neff 

Second:  
O’Hern

Council and Public Discussion:  None 

Voice Vote – Ayes – Unanimous

Consent Agenda:  Mayor Castleman announced that the following Resolutions had been discussed and would now be approved by Consent Agenda.

Motion:
Mr. Bitman


Second:
Mr. VanWinkle

Vote:




Roll Call:



Affirmative:
Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine,

Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle

Negative:
None


Abstentions:
None

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the Borough of Little Silver has received a proposal from Data Trace, a tax search firm, requesting a data transmission once a week from the Tax Office of Borough tax records; and

WHEREAS, said data are public records and available upon request; and

WHEREAS, Data Trace has proposed to compensate the Borough of Little Silver the sum of $300.00 per year for providing a weekly transmission of Borough tax records; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid proposal has ben reviewed and a recommendation has been received from the Borough Tax Collector that the Borough accept this Proposal;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Siler that the proposal received from Data Trace for the Borough of Little Silver to provide a data transmission once a week from the Borough Tax Office of Borough tax records in return for the payment of $300.00 per year is hereby accepted.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the Borough of Little Silver has a need to acquire Municipal Auditing Services as contained in Government Auditing Standards as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of  N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent, Michael D. Biehl  has determined and certified in writing that the value of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and
WHEREAS,  Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer & Allison, P.A. has submitted a proposal, January 7, 2009  indicating they will provide municipal auditing services as contained in Government Auditing Standards for the Borough of Little Silver in the amount of  $31,700.00, Supplemental Debt  Statement in the amount of $400.00 and LOSAP in the amount of  $1,000.00; and  

WHEREAS, Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer & Allison, P.A. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer & Allison, P.A. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Little Silver in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer & Allison, P.A. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-57, adequate funds are available for the payment of this contract in the 2009 Municipal Budget;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver  authorizes Suzanne S. Castleman, Mayor to enter into a contract with Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer & Allison, P.A. as described herein; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the Borough of Little Silver has a need to acquire a Borough Attorney and Bond Counsel services as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of  N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent, Michael D. Biehl  has determined and certified in writing that the value of the acquisition may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and
WHEREAS,  Dilworth Paxson LLP has submitted a proposal, January 5, 2009 indicating they will provide Borough Attorney and Bond Counsel services for the Borough of Little Silver in the amount of  $165.00 per hour; $1,000 for the minimum BAN and an annual rate per the 2009 Borough of Little Silver Salary Ordinance; and  

WHEREAS, Dilworth Paxson LLP has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Dilworth Paxson LLP has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Little Silver in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Dilworth Paxson LLP from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-57, adequate funds are available for the payment of this contract in the 2009 Municipal Budget;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver authorizes Suzanne S. Castleman, Mayor to enter into a contract with Dilworth as described herein; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution.

RESOLUTION TO REQUEST STATE TO PASS A 50% OR BETTER, SALES TAX REDUCTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING NEW AUTOMOBILES FOR A PERIOD OF NINETY(90) DAYS

WHEREAS, there is presently, in the State of New Jersey and across the United States of America an unprecedented and dire economic crisis; and 

WHEREAS, the National Bureau of Economic Research officially has declared the United States of America in a recession; and

WHEREAS, the public policy of  the State of New Jersey, the County of Monmouth, and the Borough of Little Silver should be focused on assisting individual families to obtain automobiles  to allow them to freely travel to and from work; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver desires to introduce this Resolution denominated the “Resolution Directing the State of New Jersey to Pass a 50% or Better Sales Tax Reduction for the Purpose of Purchasing New Automobiles” calling for the Governor and Legislature of the State of New Jersey and the County of Monmouth to: Direct the State to Pass a 50% or Better Sales Tax Reduction for a Period of Ninety (90) days, for the Purpose of Passing New Automobiles in the State of New Jersey.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver that it hereby calls on the Governor and Legislature of the State of New Jersey and the County of Monmouth to immediately institute a reduction of 50% or better in the sales tax, for a period of ninety(90) days, for the purpose of purchasing new automobiles in the State of New Jersey; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to Senator Frank Lautenberg, Senator Robert Menendez, Governor Jon S. Corzine, Congressman Rush Holt, Senator Jennifer Beck, Assemblyman Declan O’Scanlon, Assemblywoman Caroline Casagrande and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities; and 

Mayor Castleman read the following:

R E S O L U T I O NPRIVATE 

WHEREAS, Little Silver Volunteer Fire Company #1 has made application to the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver for a one  (1) day liquor license for March 14, 2009 to be held at Little Silver Fire House, 543 Prospect Avenue, Little Silver, NJ; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has complied with all regulations governing such license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Little Silver that the one (1) day liquor license for Little Silver Volunteer Fire Company #1 be and is hereby approved.

Motion:
Mr. Levine

Second:
Mr. Gilmour

Council and Public Discussion:  None

Roll Call:



Affirmative:
Mr. Bitman, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Levine,

Mr. Neff, Mr. O’Hern, Mr. VanWinkle

Negative:
None


Abstentions:
None

Public Portion:  Remarks of the public for the good of the Borough:

Bruce Shapiro, N.J. Association of Realtors, spoke about the placement of “Open House” signs on Borough rights of way, advertising directions to and times, specifically 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., or 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  He said the Association is requesting other towns to allow this, and will be asking Little Silver to do the same.  

Glenn Mills, President of Monmouth County Association of Realtors and Monmouth Ocean M.L.S., presented research documenting the use of open house events, and said that research indicates agents identify open house as an effective marketing tool.  He said that permitting signs on open roadways makes it easier for those interested in buying and selling homes.  He added that they are requesting that, on the day of the sale, that open house signs be allowed.  He said this helps residents sell their homes, and gave assurance that care would be taken to have the signs removed promptly.  

Mayor Castleman replied that there is an Ordinance that prohibits these signs, for the reason that often the signs are not picked up.  She introduced Michael Olimpi, Code Enforcement Officer, who distributed the Ordinance on signs.  He also showed photos of signs that were in violation of codes.  He further spoke to the representatives of the realtors about the problems that had occurred with the signs and other advertising tools, such as balloons.  Mr. Shapiro discussed that his group would comply with regulations on size and placement of signs.  

Mary Lou Mannino, a resident and realtor with Gloria Neilson Agency, stated that the realty signs are the size that cause no obstruction, and are not like contractor or other signs.  She added that the open house signs would be placed only for certain hours on one day, and that it would help residents sell their homes.  

Mayor Castleman suggested the group or a representative present this to the Planning Board, who could then make a recommendation to the Council, if they agreed.

Jim Lloyd, Nottingham Way, said that he works at Smith Barney with a number of investors.  He said he was concerned about the local economy, with a rise to 9% unemployment and 23% decline nationwide in housing.  He said his primary concern is that he recently read in the Little Silver Newsletter, two pages of projects that had either been completed or were planned.  He said with the economy expected to decline further, he is concerned about the municipal budget and taxes, which are rising.  He urged the council to look closely at the budget and cutting spending.

Mr. Biehl replied that he is currently working on the budget, and has not yet received information from the State, but anticipates the amount received will be lower.  He said he is in the process of gathering information from departments, and there will be a public meeting on February 18 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss capital expenditures and projects.  He said that he does see where there may have to be cuts, but that it will be discussed, and the Mayor and Council will make the final decisions.  Mayor Castleman assured him that there will not be wasteful spending, and added that there are certain contractual agreements that must be met.  She urged Mr. Lloyd to attend upcoming meetings to discuss the budget.

Chester Apy, Rivers Edge Drive, asked what is being done to reduce property taxes, and what is being done differently this year to relief some of the tax burden on residents, and offered some suggestions in the development of the budget..     

Motion to Adjourn:
Mr. Levine


Second:

Mr. Gilmour

Roll Call:  Voice Vote - Ayes – Unanimous

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 





















Michael D. Biehl










Administrator/Clerk

